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What to Expect When We Are Inspecting
Surface Water Management Systems

A guideline for engineers, contractors, and licensees of surface water management systems when applying
for the release of Certificate(s) of Occupancy.

The intent of this document is to establish some guidelines to achieve compliance with the Code while
maximizing customer service needs to licensees and their agents and the local building departments by
facilitating the Certificate(s) of Occupancy (CO) release procedure for building projects. It is also the intent of
this document to encourage licensees and their agents and the local building departments to not put our
inspection staff on the “critical path”. We recognize that the local building departments must adhere to
the requirements of the Florida Building Code and the requirements of Article | of the Broward
County Natural Resource Protection Code.

The Environmental Permitting Division (EPD) - Surface Water Management Licensing program has the
responsibility of reviewing designs, licensing, and inspecting surface water management systems within
portions of Broward County under the provisions of the Broward County Natural Resource Protection Code,
Chapter 27, Section 27-191 through Section 27-201. This includes enforcement for the purpose of
protecting our natural resources. This document contains specific information about the EPDS’s surface
water management inspection procedures, review of record/as-built drawings, and time required to complete
the procedure successfully. Please be advised this document may be included with the approved license and
may be modified on an as-needed basis.

The following certification package must be submitted at least two (2) weeks prior to the anticipated
date of occupancy; exceptions may be made on a case by case basis.

Note: Item 1 is not applicable to plans stamped as General Licenses (GL##-#i##). Items 2 & 3 may apply
to GL if plans are stamped for construction certification.

1. Final Record/As-built Drawings (hard copy and electronic) of the site, lake/canal slopes, control
structure(s) or overflow structure(s) (where applicable), and Finished Floor Elevation(s); etc.

2. Signed and sealed letter from a Florida-Registered Professional Engineer certifying ail components of the
surface water management system were constructed in substantial conformance with the approved plans;
and

3. When requesting a partial certification include a $150 partial certification fee (fees are subject to
change). The certifying engineer must indicate that a substantial amount of the water management system
has been constructed to serve the partial phase to satisfy the water quality and water quantity requirements
of the Code and exactly which lots/buildings are requested for release.
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What we look for During the Record/As-Built Drawing Review and During the
Inspection

1. The engineer’s letter must contain the appropriate certification language. The suggested wording is
located in the Code and in the specific conditions of the license. The letter must be signed and sealed.
It is imperative that the engineer of record describe any minor modifications to the system that were
made during the construction of the project. However, substantial modifications must have
received prior approval by the Surface Water Licensing Program.

2. The as-built/record drawing must document the Finished Floor Elevation(s) showing substantial
conformance with approved plans.

3. In addition to rim, manhole, and pipe invert elevations, the plans should contain a sufficient amount
of survey information to show that the site grades and perimeter grades were constructed in substantial
conformance with the approved plans.

4. If part of the approved system, lake and canal slope as-built plans should contain a substantial
number of cross sections (a minimum of 1 section per 50 linear feet is preferred) to show compliance
with the Department’s slope criteria. The staff reserves the right to require additional slope cross sections
as necessary as well as slope regrading. Surface area calculations at the control elevation should be
submitted for lakes.

5. Control structure or overflow structure information must show all (as-built) dimensions and elevations.

6. All catch basin and manhole structures must have appropriate mudwork to prevent seepage that
could lead to structure/asphalt failures and subsequent turbidity violations.

7. All catch basins, manholes, and pipes must be relatively free of sediment and debris and must be
accessible to staff. Arrangements should be made with staff for inspecting basins that are covered with
fabric materials for sediment control purposes. Fabric must be removed by the licensee or other
appropriate personnel prior to the inspection.

8. Lake, canal, swale, dry detention/retention area slopes must be stabilized through appropriate
measures, i.e, no evidence of erosion or sedimentation should be encountered during the inspection.
Arrangements should be made with staff with regards to timeliness of sodding or seeding slopes and
bottoms of dry detention/retention areas.

9. All baffle mechanisms must be made water tight at all contact surfaces of basin walls by a durable gasket
device.

Successful compliance with the above items will insure a timely release of the Certificate(s) of
Occupancy from division staff.
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